
What does sustainability mean for agri-
culture? Common use of the term “sus-
tainability” began with the report enti-

tled Our Common Future, published in 1987 by 
the World Commission on the Environment and 
Development. It suggested that sustainable develop-
ment is “development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.” 

In seven out of the past eight years, the world has 
consumed more grain than it produced, reducing 
inventories to historic lows and leading to significant 
food price inflation for the first time in decades. 

What do these challenges mean for agriculture and 
what does agriculture offer those who care about sus-
tainability? Over the past year, the senior leadership 
of Monsanto Company has increasingly discussed 
this question with farmers, policymakers, scientists, 
NGOs, and experts from academia and industry. 
What follows is what we have learned, thus far. 

Outlook for population and food
According to the US Census Bureau, global popu-

lation will reach 8.9 billion by 2040 and 9.4 billion 
by 2050 before stabilising around 9.7 billion later 
in the century. Implied in this estimate is a 34 per 
cent increase by 2040 over today’s global population 
estimate of 6.6 billion, and a 42 per cent increase by 
2050. 

According to Dr Bob Thompson, agricultural pol-
icy expert with the University of Illinois, as incomes 

rise to the level of $2 to $10 per day, people eat more 
meat, dairy, fruits, vegetables, and edible oils — cre-
ating rapid demand growth for agricultural com-
modities. Even today, nearly three billion people live 
on less than $2 per day including 46 per cent of the 
Chinese population, and similarly large populations 
in countries like India and Indonesia. Taken together, 
population growth and rising incomes are expected to 
double the quantity of food demanded by 2050. 

Commitment to increase food 
production

In June this year Monsanto announced 
a three-point commitment to help increase 
global food production in the face of grow-
ing demand, limited natural resources and a 
changing climate. 

Monsanto committed to work in new 
partnerships with other businesses, citizen 
groups and governments to meet one of the 
greatest challenges of the 21st century.

“Agriculture intersects the toughest chal-
lenges we all face on the planet,” said Hugh 
Grant, chairman, president and chief execu-
tive officer of Monsanto, in announcing the 
commitment to help address the needs of a 
global population expected to reach nine bil-
lion people by 2050. 

“Together, we must meet the needs for 
increased food, fibre and energy while pro-
tecting the environment. In short, the world 
needs to produce more while conserving 
more.

“As an agricultural company focused on 
increasing crop yields, we will do our part,” 
he said. “But it will also require the efforts of 
a diverse group of organisations with many 
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Don’t be a risk taker.

www.monsanto.com.aut

With full season tolerance to Roundup Ready® herbicide and no restrictions on sequential applications, growers 

of Roundup Ready Flex® can safely control a wide range of grass and broadleaf weeds when and where they 

appear. That’s why there’s less risk of weed escapes or missed spraying opportunities. Farming smarter with 

Roundup Ready Flex and Bollgard II® ensures fewer budget blowouts, particularly when pest pressure is uncertain. 

When you also consider the generous Late Crop Removal options, why risk your future with any other alternative?

® Registered trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC and 
Monsanto Company, used under licence by Monsanto Australia LTD.
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Monsanto commits to 
double yield in major crops

Major sponsor: Devexco International

A unique opportunity to learn about an 
alternative crop to add diversity to farming 
operations; an alternative broad-leaf crop that 
could assist in the management of herbicide 
resistant weeds.

View the latest varieties and agronomic 
practices at a Field Day on 3rd November and 
come and learn from the international experts 
on safflower at the Conference in Wagga 
Wagga from 4th to 6th November.

For more information go to

www.australianoilseeds.com
or contact the secretariat:
Dr Sue Knights ph (03) 5382 5427
e-mail: sknights@netconnect.com.au

Safflower
unexploited potentialandworldadaptability

3rd- 6th
November 2008

7thInternational
SafflowerConference
WAGGA WAGGA
AUSTRALIA
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Hugh Grant, chairman, president and chief executive 
officer of Monsanto.



points of view to work together and take action to 
address the daunting challenges facing us all.” 

Monsanto’s three-point commitment to growing 
yields sustainably includes:
Develop better seeds

Monsanto will double yield in its three core crops 
of corn, soybeans and cotton by 2030, compared to a 
base year of 2000. 

Monsanto’s research program centers on increas-
ing yields for these three key crops used for food, 
feed, fibre and fuel. The company’s research pipeline 
uses more precise breeding techniques to develop 
higher-yielding germplasm. 

Monsanto will also establish a five-year, $10 mil-
lion grant for rice and wheat research to be adminis-
tered by a panel of world experts on food production 
in developing countries. Rice and wheat are key crops 
for food security, but are not a primary focus for the 
company. A panel of independent judges will select 
one project per year to receive a $2 million grant. 
Conserve resources

Monsanto will develop seeds that will reduce by 
one-third the amount of key resources required to 
grow crops by the year 2030. The company will also 
join with others to address habitat loss and water 
quality in agriculturally important areas.

Monsanto’s research pipeline includes new corn, 
soybeans and cotton products that will result in more 

production per unit of land, and reduced use of ener-
gy, fertiliser and water per unit produced. Monsanto 
will track the progress of its products toward the goal 
of reducing by one-third the cumulative amount of 
these key resource required per unit of output.
Help improve farmers’ lives

Monsanto will help improve the lives of farm-
ers, including an additional five million people in 
resource-poor farm families by 2020.

“We’re undertaking this initiative after engaging 
many of our farmer customers, policymakers, scien-
tists, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and 
experts in academia and industry. We asked them 
what agriculture must do to become more sustain-
able, and our commitment reflects how we will put 
their advice into action,” Hugh said. 

He said that Monsanto spends an average of more 
than $2 million a day on agricultural research. Yet he 
noted that partnerships with others are essential to 
developing and delivering approaches to these global 
challenges. 

“The quality of life for the world’s one billion 
farmers is an important part of this equation. This 
includes both commercial farmers and the tens of 
millions of resource-poor farmers who survive on less 
than $2 per day.

“Part of this commitment is offering products 
that increase productivity and reduce the risks of 
farming, such as fewer inputs to manage insects, 
weeds and other yield-robbing stresses.”�
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w28…COMMITED TO DOUBLE YIELD

See what the
future holds

With access to one of the largest pools of germplasm in the 
world, Deltapine is accelerating the delivery of new higher 
yielding genetics and next generation technologies. As a 
result of combining Monsanto’s technology with Deltapine’s 
breeding program, the new seed variety DP 412 B is showing 
exceptional 6% yield improvements in research trials. 
The future has never looked more exciting. SEE WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS

D
EP

3
14

5
C
Y
B

R
ed

ha
nd

ed

D E P 3 1 4 5 C Y B R . p d f  P a g e  1  1 7 / 9 / 0 8 ,  5 : 4 4  P M

32–34 Boothby St, Toowoomba
Fax 07 4630 2183

Email: felco@bigpond.com
07 4630 2213

www.felco.net.au

Excellence in Quality & Custom Design

✷ �Water & fertiliser 
transport tanks

✷ �Truck & trailer 
mounting frames

✷ �2000 to 20,000 litres

✷ �Front tank kits 1200 litres
✷ �Side-saddle tank kits 850 

to 1300 litres
✷ �Available for JD Tractors

TRUCK & TRACTOR TANKS
FIBRE-COMPOSITE CONSTRUCTION

✷ �Diesel fuel trailers
✷ �Water cart trailers
✷ �1000 to 3000 litres
Felco’s reputation is based 
on Quality and Reliability




