otton Australia recently received

funding from the Department of

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies (DAFF) to carry out industry activities
that assist growers manage their enter-
prises through the drought, develop more
efficient irrigation systems and access a
range of government drought assistance
programs.

Cotton Australia is particularly grate-
ful to DAFF for their significant support,
particularly in such difficult financial times.
The funding will go towards the types of
activities and projects outlined below,
which could include local field days, road-
show seminars, a special day at the Cot-
ton Conference, a 1800 COTTON (1800
268866) number for growers to call to
find out more information on drought as-
sistance, and a section on Cotton Austral-
ia’s website devoted to these issues.

From my role as Cotton Australia Policy
Advisor, T've been seconded to co-ordi-
nate this project and will be the primary
contact for each of the projects. In addi-
tion to these tasks, I will work closely with
those government agencies involved in the
delivery of drought assistance and water
use efficiency programs and will provide a
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conduit to those agencies for growers not
wishing to approach them directly.

FIELD DAYS

Cotton Australia is offering a portion
of the funds available under the DAFF
Drought Project to underpin annual cot-
ton growing valley field days with a focus
on managing in low water situations and
improving water use efficiency. It is hoped
that this support will help to focus the in-
dustry on water efficiency issues through a
tried and tested method, providing practi-
cal information and techniques presented
by researchers and growers.

In addition, the field days will aim to fo-
cus on any innovative ideas which grow-
ers have employed in their local area to
manage through the many difficult issues
of the past few years. The field days will
be incorporated into each of the major val-
ley annual field days. An industry field day
calendar is being developed and promoted
in an attempt to generate interest across
and between the valleys, so that informa-
tion and advice can be shared across the
industry.

ROADSHOW SEMINARS
A series of roadshow seminars is planned

for early April (Queensland) and late April
(NSW) in major cotton growing areas. The

seminar topics will be based on feedback

from growers and will feature practical

advice from expert speakers. Topics may

include:

¢ Managing human resources;

¢ Generating off farm income and other
opportunities during drought;

¢ Grower case studies on water use effi-
ciency and managing through low water
situations;

¢ Applying for and accessing government
assistance; and,

¢ Financial management during drought.
The seminars will also showcase what

other growers are doing in order to sur-

vive the drought in terms of water use ef-

ficiency and other strategies. It is hoped

that seminar information will be compiled

into a number of resources for growers

that can be used in the future.

NEW WEBSITE INFORMATION

Information from the drought project
will feature as a major part of Cotton Aus-
tralia’s revamped website (www.cotton-
australia.com.au). Prior to the roadshow
seminars this section will contain informa-
tion such as:
¢ Field Day calendar;
¢ Project summary and purpose;
¢ Profiles of roadshow speakers;

e Program of events;
¢ Roadshow location and dates; and,
¢ Links.

Once the roadshow seminars are com-
pleted, the content from the drought pres-
entations will go live onto the website. The
new “Drought” section will then reflect
the content of the roadshow presentations
and information kit and will include the fol-
lowing:
¢ Drought facts and figures (percentage

reductions in crop size and hectares

sown to cotton);

¢ Case studies of four growers interviewed
who have employed initiatives to ‘Sur-
vive the Drought’;

¢ Links to drought support services ;

¢ Downloadable ‘Managing the Drought’

Information Kit/Guide;
¢ Promotion of the ‘Drought Day’ at the

Cotton Conference; and,

e Photo library section with pictures of
drought and of water use efficiency.
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1800 NUMBER

1800 COTTON (1800 268866) has
been set up to help growers access drought
information and support for accessing gov-
ernment assistance programs. [ will oper-
ate the number from Cotton Australia and
will aim to assist growers both in finding
out what forms of assistance are available
as well accessing this assistance funding.

COTTON CONFERENCE
As part of the DAFF funding, Cotton
Australia, together with ACGRA, has been

able to set aside a whole day of the Cotton
Conference in August on the Gold Coast
devoted to the latest research and technol-
ogy on water use efficiency and maximis-
ing production from this valuable resource.
Funding will allow growers to attend the
day for free.

CONCLUSION
The funding from DAFF couldn’t have
come at a better time as the industry man-
ages itself through one of the longest
droughts in Australia’s recorded history. A

key part of the strategy is that the funding
is spent on what growers need most. To
this end growers have helped determine
which topics need to be covered at the up-
coming Roadshow seminars and the Cot-
ton Conference via a fax back form and
through the Grower Members Advisory
Committee.

Cotton Australia will continue to listen
to growers and respond to their needs to
ensure these funds are spent in the best
possible way. \

Fertiliser Rigs |

v Up to 3 tonne capacity with exceptional
stability and ease of lifting

v New low draft shank and clamp assembly for
simplistic reliable operation

v/ Offering an unrivalled 770mm of underframe
clearance for brilliant trash flow

v’ Proven stainless steel metering units for
corrosion resistance

¢ Variable rate technology available

v/ Can apply gas at same time as fertilisers

EX, CEL Agriculture

Excellent product. Excellent service.

Stt}bble Wrriar

v/ Plant wheat back into cotton hills
v/ Double disc
v Single disc

the way forward

Excel Penetrator

v 4,6,8 row
v/ Side busting/centre busting capabilities

v/ Adaptable for gassing, dry fertiliser using
Excel’s new rig mounted fertiliser boxes

v 53’ inline shear bolts

v/ Unrivalled trash clearance

Exeellalso,
stockea
wide) rangel o
spaie) paits;

Australian made and owned

. CEL Agriculture

A DIVISION OF GREAT WESTERN CORPORATION PTY LTD (ABN 91 064 434 475)

v/ Machine can be pulled one way for aggressive
soil breakdown and the other way for refining
the soil before planting

Call now — our components fit most implements
74-92 Buckland Street,
PO Box 665, Toowoomba Qid 4350

PH: 07 4636 9100
FAX: 07 4636 9140 — www.excelagr.com.au

Also available:

v’ Module Builder

v/ Rubber Tyred Roller

v Lilleston Rig

v Millenium Planter

v/ Stubble Warrior Planter
v/ Parallelogram Cultivators
v’ Guess Row Averagers

v/ Listering Rigs
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