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New energy calculator for cotion
producers

CRDC is finalising the development of
Energycalc — a tool to assess on-farm en-
ergy uses on cotton farms.

The final report and online-tool is ex-
pected to be publicly available in early
2008.

Energycalc has been developed in asso-
ciation with the National Centre for Engi-
neering in Agriculture (NCEA) based at the
University of Southern Queensland.

Spearheading the research is the recog-
nition that machinery use may contribute
40-50 per cent of the cotton farm energy
input costs. The response from NCEA has
been to establish a readily-accessible on-
line tool which can point to savings and
containment of energy costs.

By using a farm’s own records, the
energy inputs of the six major energy-in-
tensive processes are aggregated and ana-
lysed. These are fallow, planting, in-crop
operations, irrigation, harvest and post-
harvest.

Using data supplied by seven cotton pro-
ducers, early trials of the system showed
that Energycalc is useful not only to iden-
tify total energy inputs for the overall pro-

- — —

Ben Stephens with CRDC executive
director, Bruce Finney after the ARLP
award ceremony.
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production, and point to possible savings.

duction system, but that growers were able
to effectively compare and determine the
energy effects of alternative farming prac-
tices on their farms.

New report to industry

CRDC has produced and tabled its An-
nual Report 2006-07 and copies are be-
ing sent by mail to government, libraries
and industry contacts.

In 2007, for the first time, CRDC has
produced a companion publication of the
main Annual Report which is focused on
reporting R&D investment outcomes to
industry.

The CRDC 2006-07 Annual Report
was tabled in November. Prior to tabling,
the document was reviewed by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
and the office of the Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Agriculture.

CRDC, like all other Research and De-
velopment Corporations, is required by its
stakeholders to produce a comprehensive
annual report.

Both the 2006-07 Annual Report, and
the Report to Industry, are available in
printed form from CRDC, or downloaded
from the CRDC website: www.crdc.com.au

Energycalc is designed to capture and calculate energy inputs across all aspects of cotion

Ben Stephens graduates ALRP
leadership

On November 16, the Australian Rural
Leadership Program Course 13 Gradua-
tion was held at the Telstra Theatre at the
Australian War Memorial, ACT.

At the presentation, 33 rural leaders pre-
sented their course vision and creeds. These
captured the essence of their 18 month
leadership journey and their commitment to
‘Connected People — Vital Country’.

The Cotton Leadership participant was
Ben Stephens, a farm manager at Auscott,
and chair of ACGRA, a position he took
in September 2007. CRDC provided part
funding for Ben’s participation.

Each ARLP Course brings a group of
diverse individuals together from through-
out rural and regional Australia for an 18
month journey in leadership.

Once participates graduate in the ALRP
program they join over 400 rural leaders
who are a part of the graduate network
that continues to work for the betterment
of rural Australia.

Premium markets tested
The Australia’s cotton industry is devel-
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oping new premium markets for Austral-
ian-bred varieties.

In a venture known as the Premium
Cotton Pilot Project, Cotton Research
and Development Corporation (CRDC),
Australian Cotton Growers Research As-
sociation (ACGRA), Cotton Australia (CA),
Australian Cotton Shippers Association
(ACSA), Cotton Seed Distributors (CSD)
and CSIRO have combined market knowl-
edge, research findings and new technolo-
gies to test and forge markets to deliver
premium prices.

CRDC Program Leader Dallas Gibb
suggests that recently-completed market
research indicated that an opportunity may
exist to establish high-value niche markets
for a new premium type of Australian up-
land cotton. “These types of high-value
fibres may have greater appeal when pro-
duced on farms accredited as Best Man-
agement Practice (BMP),” he said.

“CRDC market research recently found
that cotton mills using high quality cotton
have greater appreciation of the benefits
offered from environmental management
programs such as the industry’s BMP
program, and were often better linked to
consumers demanding environmental val-
ues in their fabric and clothing purchase
decisions.

“Coupled with this, new CSIRO textile
research has uniquely demonstrated that
the crucial cotton fibre measurements of
fineness and maturity can be now sepa-
rated out and this opens the way to prove
a new class of premium class cotton blends
based on Australian-originated fibre of
known milling performance for participat-
ing cotton spinning mills.

“We aim to have these blends based on
our own top-of-the-line varieties such as
Sicala 350B. Together with BMP-certifica-
tion, that combination verifies the product
is sourced from world’s best environmental
practice cotton production.

“The Premium Cotton Pilot Project will
begin with a small number of producers
growing varieties such as Sicala 350B.
This pilot production will then be delivered
to a selected group of vertically-integrated
spinners. The commercial value of cotton
produced from the pilot will be evaluated
by the industry, the spinners and the mar-
ket,” he said.

ACGRA Executive Officer Greg Kauter
sought response from growers ready to
participate in the pilot and was pleased
with the response.

Sweetening the deal for participating
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ACGRA's Greg Kauter, CRDC's Dallas Gibb and CSD's Steve Ainsworth working to test the

existence of a premium for blends using Australia’s highly-regarded cotton fibre.

growers, CSD agreed to provide Sicala
350B variety seed free of charge for the
project. General Manager Steve Ains-
worth said CSIRO testing of the premium
qualities of Sicala 350B variety proved the
opportunity for a premium upland market
for premium Australian cotton blends (see
story page 34).

“Sicala 350B has an unfortunate yield
drag of 10-15 per cent compared with
mainstream varieties, but in the very near
future, we're going to see new varieties
with similar fibre quality and these varieties
will be coupled with much better yield,”
he said.

Extension team for nature’s
workforce

The cotton industry Environmental Ex-
tension Team has produced “Biodiversity
in cotton landscapes — maintaining our
natural workforce” calendar.

The calendar celebrates the diversity of
life found on cotton farms and the steps
the industry has taken to protect our natu-
ral environment.

As the name suggests, it also details the
benefits of having a healthy, functional
ecosystem working for you on your farm.
It is filled with practical tips on how you
can enhance this wonderful resource and
each monthly theme is supported by a fact
sheet which can be found on the Cotton
CRC website (www.cotton.crc.org.au).

The calendar is specifically for the cot-
ton industry and all the photos have been
taken in cotton growing regions within
NSW and Queensland with most supplied
by people involved in the industry. The
Cotton CRC Environment Team would
like to thank all those who helped prepare
the calendar and fact sheets and provided
photographs.

Extension team members are: Veronica
Chapman, Paula Jones, Helen Squires,
Rob Welsh, Kate Lightfoot, Sue Maas,
Jane Macfarlane, Helen Dugdale and
Mark Hickman.

The project is supported by CRDC,
Border-Rivers Gwydir CMA and the Fit-
zroy Basin Association.

CRDC staff news

David Coleman has been appointed to
the position of General Manager — Busi-
ness and Finance. He replaces Robin Lo-
gan who resigned in September 2007.

David has a Bachelor of Business and
is a Certified Practising Accountant. He
has extensive business and administration
experience from working in IT, outsource,
agrichem, superannuation, industrial and
rural property sectors.

Lee-Anne Melbourne will be the project
administration manager for the period of
Kara Taylor’s maternity leave which com-
menced in December. A
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