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The theme of this year’s Beltwide Cot-
ton Conferences was “Equipping for 
Excellence” with major topics includ-

ing cost reduction, irrigation efficiency and 
the status of the US Farm Bill. Over 3,000 
largely US cotton industry people attend-
ed this year’s Conferences in down-town 
New Orleans, which is still suffering very 
much from the devastation of Hurricane 
Katrina over 16 months ago. 

The lead Cotton Production Conference 
included leading growers from across the 
US cotton belt, speaking on approaches to 
reduce production costs. The potential to 
offset fuel costs by converting cottonseed 
oil (to bio-diesel) and cotton trash into en-
ergy for cash, or as an offset to production 
costs was discussed, as was the real poten-
tial of corn (for ethanol) to replace cotton 
in certain areas in 2007. 

Water efficiency also featured highly 
(water costs) as did reduced tillage systems, 
as ways to reduce fuel costs, save time and 
improve soil stability. The call to improve 
the quality of US cotton against competing 
growths from Brazil, Australia, Africa and 
Central Asia was also raised. 

Mike Johanns, the Secretary for Agricul-
ture, spoke on the status of the Farm Bill 
and described competition facing US ag-

riculture as “intense” and that despite the 
inclination to want to tell the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) to “take a hike,” US 
policies on agricultural support would now 
be set “in relation to world trade” and be 
WTO compliant. The about turn comes as 
nearly 80 per cent of the 2006 US cotton 

crop is sold into the international market-
place. 

Deficiency payment mechanisms like 
the Step 2 loan policy would jeopardise 
this market as a result of retaliatory ac-
tions by the WTO and signatory countries. 
Secretary Johanns noted that in his trav-
els through US cotton growing areas over 
the past year there had been less call for 
deficiency payments from cotton grower 
groups. While the next farm bill is still un-
decided, Secretary Johanns hinted that di-
rections would include:

Elimination of programs and policies 
that run afoul of WTO guidelines. In 
other words, farm subsidies as they ex-
ist today.
Approaches that distribute federal re-
sources more evenly to farmers outside 
of the historic program crops.
More funding emphasis on conserva-
tion, market development, research and 
other areas not connected to traditional 
farm payments. More than once during 
his address Secretary Johanns cited the 
control of the boll weevil and the devel-
opment of permanent press finish to 
cotton trousers as examples of worth-
while federal funding. 
New technical developments included the 

unveiling of the Case International ‘Module 
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Express’, a six row picker with a stretched 
chassis to accommodate an eight feet tall 
by eight feet wide by 16 feet long module 
weighing between 4,000 lb (1700 kg) and 
12,000 lb (5100 kg). John Deere revealed 
their 15 inch row picker that could be fitted 
with either a stripper or spindle head. They 
cited earliness and reduced fuel and water 
costs as reasons for cropping narrow and 
ultra-narrow row cotton. 

The adoption by China of the USDA cot-
ton classing system model continues una-
bated. James Knowlton of the USDA AMS 
in Memphis related the dramatic change in 
Chinese classing practice and the growth 
of the China Fibre Inspection Bureau. 

In 2004 there were 24 HVI lines being 
used in China and only 14 gins operating 
as per US gins with regards to bale produc-
tion and sampling (that is, producing 500 

lb bales and sampling these on two sides 
for classing). At the end of 2006, 149 HVI 
lines were being used and over 300 gins 
had adopted US gin practices. 

Proceedings of papers presented at this 
year’s Beltwide Cotton Conferences will be 
available on-line at www.cotton.org/beltwide 
in March. Next year’s Conferences will be 
held at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel in Nash-
ville between January 8–11, 2008.

Beltwide 2007

Excellent product. Excellent service. 

Agriculture

A DIVISION OF

Australian made 
and owned

Cnr Buckland & Yaldwyn Sts
Toowoomba Qld 4350

Phone: 07 4635 9872
Fax: 07 4635 6633
www.excelagr.com.au

Brian Moran 0427 722 925
Dan Ryan 0427 700 779

Brian Moran

Dan Ryan

the way forward

Millennium Planter Rolling Cultivator Series 2000 Cultivator
✓ Utilising the world renowned John Deere

metering system for superior seed placement
✓ Designed by Australian farmers to reduce down

time and boost yields
✓ Designed for dryland irrigation, contour

following or Tram Trak needs
✓Twin 16” disc opener with walking depth gauge

wheels for greater reliability and accuracy
✓ Full range of planter options available

✓ Easy to adjust tooling
✓ Maximum weed kill
✓ Maximum clearance
✓ Fuel and moisture savings resulting from minimal

soil disturbance
✓ Unique guidance system that can be adapted to

your planter
✓ Reduces chipping costs
✓ Cropshields to minimise plant damage
✓ Large range of tooling options

✓ Construct and refine seed-beds prior to planting
for enhanced seeding vigor

✓ Incorporate pre and post-emergence chemicals
for fast knockdown and essential weed control

✓ Cultivate serious weeds while preserving seedling
growth and crop root systems

✓Aerate the soil, aiding water penetration and
retention for young plants

✓ Help control soil and water losses from erosion,
whilst managing residue retention

Cultipacker
✔ �Machine can be pulled one way for aggressive 

soil breakdown and the other way for refining 
the soil before planting

Call now — our components fit most implements
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Fertiliser Rigs
✔ �Up to 3 tonne capacity with exceptional 

stability and ease of lifting
✔ �New low draft shank and clamp assembly for 

simplistic reliable operation
✔ �Offering an unrivalled 770mm of underframe 

clearance for brilliant trash flow
✔ �Proven stainless steel metering units for 

corrosion resistance
✔ �Variable rate technology available
✔ �Can apply gas at same time as fertilisers

Also available:
✔ Module Builder

✔ ��Rubber Tyred Roller

✔ �Lilleston Rig

✔ �Millenium Planter

✔ �Stubble Warrior Planter

✔ �Parallelogram Cultivators

✔ �Guess Row Averagers

✔ �Listering Rigs

Excel also 
stock a  

wide range of 
spare parts

Excel Penetrator
✔ 4, 6, 8 row

✔ �Side busting/centre busting capabilities

✔ �Adaptable for gassing, dry fertiliser using 
Excel’s new rig mounted fertiliser boxes

✔ �5/8” inline shear bolts 

✔ �Unrivalled trash clearance

Stubble Warrior
✔ Plant wheat back into cotton hills

✔ Double disc

✔ Single disc


