LEADING EDGE

Bollbox: No backache, speedy planting

around and having to touch treated

seed at planting may soon be a thing
of the past for cotton growers thanks to an
innovation from Deltapine.

Neil Robertson, Deltapine’s Regional
Sales Manager said the new ‘Bollbox’ has
the potential to not only make planting
safer for growers but also speed it up con-
siderably.

Neil explained that the Bollbox is a 900
kg hopper designed for bulk handling cot-
ton seed. He said up to two Bollboxes can
be mounted using a forklift on a special
Speedking auger which can fill cotton
planters quickly and with the minimum of
effort.

“We brought the Bollbox from the US
for this planting season, where it has suc-
cessfully gone through two years of trials,”
Neil said.

“We plan to run some intensive trials
with a couple of growers this year to see
how it copes under Australian conditions.”

Neil said the new system would be espe-
cially convenient for larger growers
because up to 180 hectares worth of seed
would fit into two Bollboxes.

But he said the system would suit the
majority of growers because Deltapine
plans to offer a “fill to order’ service where
growers can have the correct amount of
the selected variety delivered in a Bollbox
for one or a number of fields.

He said, “If growers are using Roundup

B ackstrains from lugging seed bags

The Bollbox in use recently at Budvault Miralwyn Cotton, Walgett.

Ready varieties without pre-emergent her-
bicides, using a Bollbox would speed up
planting even more because growers
wouldn’t have to stop to fill up with water
and chemicals.”

The Bollbox was used recently at
Budvault Miralwyn Cotton at Walgett.
Assistant Manager Raoul Edwards said,
“The Bollbox was very quick and | was
impressed with the way it filled the planter
boxes — it was simple and hassle free.

“In addition, there are no bags to burn
and very little waste,” Raoul said.

“We have been using returnable con-
tainers for a lot of our chemicals and it
seems a logical step to move in that direc-
tion for our seed.”

Precision Agriculture: Introduction to
concepts, analysis & interpretation

An at training course for graduates and industry
professionals being offered by the ACPA to introduce
the latest equipment, software, methods and advances

in data collection, analysis and interpretation in PA

For more information and a
course prospectus contact
Brett Whelan or Alex McBratney at the ACPA on:
02 9351 2947 or 02 9351 3214
Email: acpa@acss.usyd.edu.au

Ben Mathews, Deltapine Regional Sales
Manager based at Dubbo, said the Bollbox
took around two minutes to fill a 12 row
planter with very little spillage.

If this year’s trials are successful, grow-
ers will be able to order Deltapine seed in
Bollboxes in the 2003 planting season. @

Australian Society for
Engineering in Agriculture

The society contributes to the develop-
ment of a strong engineering involvement
in agriculture to aid economic growth
and environmental sustainability for the
entire Australian community.

WHO CAN JOIN SEAgQ?

Membership is open to anyone interested
in the application of engineering to agri-
culture and related industries. This
includes scientists, farmers, surveyors,
technical officers, engineers, manufactur-
ers, distributors and processors.

REGIONAL BRANCHES
Members can contact their local branch
to discuss activities.

NSW: Neville Gould 02 6888 7404
Qld:  Grant Roberts 07 4631 1394
Vic:  Brendan Williams 03 5381 1975
SA:  John Fielke 08 8302 3119
WA: Chas Holmes 08 9457 2876
Tas:  John McPhee 03 6421 7674
or
www.ncea.org.au/seag/seag.htm
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